THE NORM AS MORAL LAW

Here again we think of identity not wholly
>as Buddhists think. Buddhists, let it be
remembered, were the co-founders (with the
Jains) of Indian logic, a logic which can hold
its own with ours. Let us therefore pause
and consent not, if we hear them lightly
accused of being illogical. We have certain
so-called Laws of Thought, of which Aristotle

said : Deny them, and you are a vegetable !__

an unintelligent organism. One is the Law
of Identity, formulated as A =A, or everything
must be identical with, or the same as, itself.
This is a useful convention in artificial transac-
tions with specific, selected data, such as
mathematics, legal or commercial contracts,
c. Valietdity there depends upon the mean-
ing attaching to specific words, remaining
Unaltered. Looking away from, conventions to
the nature of things, we see how inexact is our
use of " same." We use it for " identical "
and for 4C similar." But in our organisms
including consciousness, and in nature we find
no such thing as identity. We are daily
different, and everything not ourselves is
changing also, slowly or quickly. History
cannot " repeat itself," since every event
leaves us changed; hence, if cc it" recurs,
altered characters and environment take
part in it. " Same weather as yesterday "
means a congeries of similars in the heavens
and on earth. We cannot, therefore, formu-
late natural identity as A=A. It works out
as A~A&=Ac=Ad = . . . An. And at